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CHAIRMANS REPORT  
It is with great sadness that I sit here and write this report, as many of you will know Maureen, my wife of 56 
years passed away here at home after a long fight with Pancreatic cancer. First diagnosed in February of 2021 
and given then only six months to live, Maureen fooled them and stayed with me and Catherine until the 28th 
January 2022. 
We managed to have a great summer together along with our daughter and son in law Paul visiting places 
such as Tufton on the River Test,  Whitchurch in Hampshire and visiting the old mill on the river, then a few 
days in the Malvern Hills, even a visit to Warminster park where we sat only a few feet away from a lovely 
heron for around half an hour, two swans came and stayed near by just as if they knew all was not well. 
Langford lakes was another place we visited along with a few other places that Maureen wanted to see. 
Throughout her illness never did Maureen ever issue one word of self-pity, throughout her whole life she 
always put others before any thought of herself, it was always others that took first place never ever herself. 
I know many of you will remember her selling raffle tickets at our many rallies throughout the years, taking 
money on the entrance gate and helping in any way she could. It was also the help she gave to me in oh so 
many things from helping me in running the business, doing the dreaded VAT and not only that but feeding 
me as well. 
There is already a loneliness being sat here now alone, but to all of you dear friends that have called me on 
the phone and to everyone that has taken the time and trouble to send me and Catherine your kind words of 
condolence, your cards and letters are a great help at this very sad time. To all of you may I express our 
sincere thanks from Catherine and myself, thank you all. 
Other news, Linda Pike was rushed into hospital a few weeks back with terrible pains in her tummy, but I am 
glad to say the last report I had was that Linda was out of hospital, home and on the mend. 
Due to ill health our craft steward that helped us over the years at the club rally can no longer take on this 
role, the job consists of posting out around thirty entry forms, receiving the replies and helping out on the 
day, who would like to help out with this little job? Without someone to help with this it will mean we will not 
have a craft marquee at our new home at the White Horse Country Park in June 
It is great that our David prints such a complete list of forthcoming events in Cranking, there is always a but 
raised by someone, I have been asked if it would be possible to have some contact details if possible, I have 
told people raising this matter that they can find details on the internet. It has been pointed out to me and in 
one case not to politely that "I ent got no computer" come to think of it nor have I but I do have a wonderful 
daughter that I ask now and again for help but I do try not to make a habit of it!! 
 
I can only hope that 2022 gets better for all of us and we can rid ourselves of this wretched virus, have some 
good shows and enjoy being back with the many friends we have missed over the last couple of years. 
Eric Gay, Chairman WSEC, 21 Rutland Crescent, Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 ONX  Tel: 01225 754374 
 
OBITUARY – Maureen Gay 
Maureen sadly died at home after a long-fought illness on 28th January. She was with her husband Eric, her 
daughter Catherine and Son-in-law, Paul. 
We have known Eric and Maureen for many, many years through the Wessex Stationary Engine Club. 
Eric was first Vice Chairman and later became Chairman – it is very true that behind every good man there are 
supporting wives. To this effect, Maureen would be seen at various events and shows, not least our Club Rally 
at Semington, helping on the gate with other Club members wives. 
Maureen was a very polite woman and always asked how my family and Wendy were. She also loved flowers  
and would walk in the countryside to see the wild flowers. 
After talking to Eric, I am told that her working life started at the Avon Rubber Company at Melksham.  
She had a fantastic knowledge of the history of Trowbridge, the town becoming her beloved home for the rest 
of her life. 
Maureen’s funeral took place at West Wilts Crematorium at Semington on 17th February. Many Club members, 
past and present attended to pay their respects. 
From all Club members, we send Eric, Catherine and Paul our deepest sympathies. Herb and Wendy Gane 

44 Years of Publication 



PLEA TO MEMBERS 
I have just received an email from another committee member complaining of being hassled by a club 
member. I would like to remind you all that the committee give up a considerable amount of their time, 
unpaid, to run the club FOR YOU. 
From time to time there may be delays in sending out membership cards, show/crank-up entries, AGM 
agendas, voting forms, all the things that we need to do in addition to our everyday life. There is always a 
good reason for these delays, but there is no reason why you should know what it is, please just accept that 
we are doing our best and if you really need to ask then please do so politely. 
If anyone is dissatisfied with what we do PLEASE stand for election yourself, you will be more than welcome, 
but if you are not prepared to do so then please support us. Ted Edwards, Hon Secretary 
 
CLUB MEMBERS MEETING - 28th February 
Geoff Wallis will be giving another of his really interesting, illustrated talks on Zoom for our club meeting on 
the 28th February at 8pm. A Zoom link will be sent out shortly before the day to all members who have 
supplied an email address. The subject of the talk is: 
PIGS, PUDDLERS & PATTERNS 
Do you know what real wrought iron is?  Would you recognize it if you saw it? Do you know how to make iron 
castings that can't break?  Do you know how to make a real battery from bits of steel you'll find in your 
workshop? Join me to learn some interesting facts about iron & steel. 
In preparation for the day you might like to find out how iron was made in the "iron age". Google is your 
friend! 
 
TAPPETS TEA-TIME TEASERS 
This edition's quiz is all about Spring – due to space limitations, the answers are below, so cover them up 
before having a go! 
 

1. According to the UK Met Office, on what day does Spring commence? 
2. The song entitles "The Flowers That Bloom in the Spring" comes from which Gilbert and Sullivan work? 
3. Who is the Roman Goddess of Spring? 
4. When does a Spring Tide occur? 
5. In British horse racing which two races make up the Spring Double? 
6. Whose law of physics states that "the extension or compression of a spring is directly proportional to 

the force applied"? 
7. What name is given to the first day of spring when the night and day are the same length? 
8. Popular in SE Asia, what do we call the filled pastry appetiser of meat or vegetables? 
9. What type of animal is the Spring Peeper (Pseudacris Crucifer)? 
10. Who is the Greek Goddess of Springtime, Flowers and Vegetation? 

 
 
TAPPETS TEA-TIME TEASERS – ANSWERS 

1. According to the UK Met Office, on what day does Spring commence? 1st March. 
2. The song entitles "The Flowers That Bloom in the Spring" comes from which Gilbert and Sullivan work? 

The Mikado. 
3. Who is the Roman Goddess of Spring? Flora. 
4. When does a Spring Tide occur? After a new to full moon. 
5. In British horse racing which two races make up the Spring Double? Lincoln Handicap and the 

Grand National. 
6. Whose law of physics states that "the extension or compression of a spring is directly proportional to 

the force applied"? Hookes' Law. 
7. What name is given to the first day of spring when the night and day are the same length? Vernal 

Equinox. 
8. Popular in SE Asia, what do we call the filled pastry appetiser of meat or vegetables? Spring Roll. 
9. What type of animal is the Spring Peeper (Pseudacris Crucifer)? A Frog. 
10. Who is the Greek Goddess of Springtime, Flowers and Vegetation? Persphone. 



FEATURED ENGINE  
Mirlees, Bickerton & Day 50hp oil engine – by Geoff Challinor at the Anson Museum 

 
This engine was originally built in the early 1920's with air blast injectors, but was later converted 
to solid Injection. The crankshaft is stamped October 1920 and the compressed air bottles are marked 
1925, the serial number being 39077.  

 
Before being donated to the Anson Museum, the engine was at the 
thermodynamics laboratory of the John Moore University in Liverpool where it 
was used to demonstrate simple testing techniques. The engine was originally 
supplied to Liverpool College of Technology in Fontenoy Street. The college 
subsequently became Liverpool Polytechnic and the engine was moved to the 
Byrom Street site in 1966. The move and the recommissioning were carried out 
by Mirrlees National Ltd in late January 1967. During the commissioning work, 
several problems were encountered and among the correspondence about these 
is a record of crankshaft deflections taken during tests and a set of engine test 
figures taken by a Mirrlees engineer. Prior to the move in 1965 the engine was 
used regularly until 1987 when workshop records show that extensive repair work 
was carried out. However, the running hours were low compared to an engine 
used in an industrial or marine context. 
 
 
 
 

The engine was not working in the spring of 1991 when it was noted that the crankshaft bearings needed 
work and some concern was expressed about the crankshaft alignment. The engine needed extensive cleaning 
including the lubrication system & the fuel system needed refitting with a new service tank. Work was carried 
out during 1991 and the engine was run on several occasions before being returned to service. It was used 
extensively between 1992 & '98, mainly demonstrating simple techniques involving indicator cards and 
calculations. 
 
On the 20th May 1998 the engine was started to ensure the air bottles were fully charged whilst no students 
were present. The operator was standing on the raised engine platform. Whilst running at normal operating 
speed and under no load except for the compressor, one of the small end 
bolts was seen to fly out of the open crankcase causing several sparks. 
Although the fuel was shut off immediately, the engine was fitted with a 
very large flywheel and normally took some minutes to come to a stop. 
Whilst the engine was running down, the other small end bolt failed and 
the piston and connecting rod thus parted company. The engine was still 
rotating at a substantial speed with the connecting and piston banging 
together within the cylinder, causing the piston to repeatedly strike the 
valves. Just as the engine came to a stop, the con rod contrived to wedge 
itself between the bore and the piston, punching a hole in the liner & into 
the water jacket. 
 
The engine was dismantled and measurements taken. The difference 
between the deflection lakes in 1967 and 1991 was put down to a 
combination of engine wear and settlement of the cement base upon 
which the crankshaft bearings were mounted. The two sets of results 
were very similar which indicated that there had been little damage to the crankshaft during the accident. 
The conclusion was that one of the small-end bolts had failed due to fatigue. The scribed line on the bolt, may 
have acted as a stress raiser. assisting the fatigue process. If the small-end bolts had been tightened and 
fitted correctly, fatigue failure should not have occurred & this casts doubt on the maintenance work carried 
out in 1987. 
 
On the bright side, an unmachined liner has been discovered at the Mirrlees factory, a suitable piston located 
and the con rod may very well be able to be straightened, allowing this important engine to be run once more. 

 



 
 
 
FOR SALE 
Stuart Marine R3M Engine complete with gearbox and Prop has been stored for past 
2 years. It does turn over and starts. Open to sensible offers over £450  
Contact Dave Sprinks - 07989435701 
 
 
 

 
ROGERS PRIZED POSSESSIONS 
Linda Pike is offering some of her late husband’s engines and associated things for sale.  
Roger would love for them to stay in the Club, if possible. Contact Linda on 01761 233028 or 07814 619846 
 
ENGINES 

 
 

1925 Ruston Hornsby 3hp £3600 
1916 Amanco Choreboy £1600 

Petter W1 Lighting Set with dynamo £700 
 
 
 
 

PUMPS 
Weeks Sprayer Pump £300 
Red Goulds Pump 1 ½” (Works well and goes well with the Amanco) £250 
Lister H1 Pump £250 
Argosy Pump, single cylinder £125 – Restored in lockdown, unfortunately never got to use it. 
No 2 Amanco Gear Pump £250 
Green/Black Goulds Pump 2 ½” £350 
 
OTHER ITEMS 
Stuart Tuner tank £10 
Various Oilers £70 or £100 for the job lot 
Drain Taps £10 each 
Choreboy Ignitors £50 each (2 available) 
Ruston Hornsby Starting Handle £20 
Clarke Generator £150 
Canvas engine covers £40 each - Kohler Engine 2kVA Generator Set £150 ono 
 
SERVICES 
Amanco ignitors – I’m very quiet at the moment with nothing coming in for me to look at – so now is the time 
to get that troublesome ignitor or magneto looked at before they are needed to work at a rally this year. 
I also have numerous Stationary Engine leaflets and handbooks, too many to list, so if you’re after anything, 
give me a call….I might just have what you’re looking for! Kerwin Harris  01872 273388 

 
 
The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the committee or its members. Although the greatest 
care is taken in compiling this newsletter, the editor takes no responsibility for any errors or omissions  
 
  Contributions to: David Lacey, 8 Dyers Close, West Buckland, Wellington, Somerset. TA21 9JU or (preferably) by email  

editor@wessexsec.org  
 

 Deadline for copy submissions is always 20th of the month  


